THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
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Icon of Saints Irenaeus, Lupus and Callinicus — August 23rd




Administration
His Eminence, Metropolitan Archbishop William C. Skurla DD
Archeparchy of Pittsburgh

Bishop Artur Bubnevych
Ruling Bishop of the Holy Protection of Mary Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Phoenix

Pastor: Very Reverend Father Vasyl Mutka
Office Hours: Monday through Friday 10am-4pm (Please Call before coming to the office)
Phone: (907) 277-6731
E-mail: pastorstnicholas@yahoo.com
Www.ak-byz-cath.org

WELCOME TO ALL PARISHIONERS & GUESTS WHO HAVE JOINED US TODAY
Whether you're searching for a new church home or just visiting, we're glad you're
with us today. If you are looking for God, have a prayer request, looking for more
information about the Eastern Catholic Church, would like to join our parish, or
would like to speak with Fr. Vasyl, he will be happy to talk to you. Please join us for
our coffee hour in the Parish hall following the Divine Liturgy. We want to get to know you!
God bless you!




Schedule of Services
AUGUST 23—AUGUST 30 2026

Sunday, August 23—Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost, and leave-taking of the Dormition
9:15-9:45 am Confessions
9:40 am 3rd Hour
10:00 am Divine Liturgy For parishioners, founders, donors, decorators of our St.
Nicholas Parish & Wasilla Mission and for their relatives

4:00 pm Divine Liturgy in Wasilla
Monday, August 24

9:00 am Morning Prayer
Tuesday, August 25

9:00 am Morning Prayer

Wednesday, August 26
6:30 pm Divine Liturgy

Thursday, August 27
No service

Friday, August 28
Morning Prayer

Saturday, August 29—Beheading of Saint John the Baptist
4:15-4:45 pm Confessions
4:35 pm Prayer Rule of the Theotokos (Byzantine Rosary)
5:00 pm Vespers/Divine Liturgy

Sunday, August 30—Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost, and postfestive day of the Beheading
9:15-9:45 am Confessions
9:40 am 3rd Hour
10:00 am Divine Liturgy For parishioners, founders, donors, decorators of our St.
Nicholas Parish & Wasilla Mission and for their relatives

“Don't let sin separate us from Christ. When we believe that He loves us and we love Him, we don't
feel strangers and distanced from Him even when we sin. We have secured His love and however we
behave we know that He loves us."

Elder St. Porphyrios



Please remember in vour pravers:

For health and salvation: Fr. Chris Zugger, Fr. Joseph Wargacki, Fr. Robert, Veronica Frazier, David
Bich, Max, Aniela, Ken Wake, Molly Buggy., Kim Bryan, Shawn, Anna Gage, Oceana Grabianowski,
Anthony Heller, Solanche Stone, Basil, Dorothy Savok, Spruce Lynch, Truman Beer, Natalie, John

Michalski, Phyllis Shepherd, Sherry, Bruce Heller, Gayle Veker

For repose of the departed: +Bishop Gerald N Dino, +Fr. Michael Artim, +Fr. Eric, +Christine Vincent,
+Corine Hurst, +Ruth Langley Ayers, +Denise, +Ed, +Sandra, +William Florez

Please pray also for all our benefactors, friends, neighbors and anyone we may have forgotten. Please let Fr.
Vasyl know if you would like to add new names to the prayer list and also notify him about any sick and/or hos-

pitalized parishioners and family members.

Looking for volunteers on Wednesday., August 26, at
noon to help with power washing and some minor mainte-
nance on the deck. Also, we will be painting the signage
around the St. Nicholas icon.

Dear Parishioners and Visitors to Our Church,

Due to ongoing repair work on one of the domes of our
church, the entrance door from the Arctic Boulevard side
will be closed until further notice.

For everyone’s safety, please do not enter the narthex or
attempt to access the restricted area. Entry into the nar-
thex is prohibited during the repair work.

Father Vasyl will hear confessions in the altar area of the
church.

We also kindly ask you not to ring the parish bell during
this time.

We sincerely thank everyone for your understanding,
cooperation, and promptness in following these temporary
safety measures.

May God bless you and reward you for your understand-
ing and patience!

Dear Parents of School-Aged Children,

The new 20262027 academic year has begun, and now is
the time to make sure that our children continue to grow
in their faith and receive a solid religious formation.

We are planning to offer Eastern Catholic Formation clas-
ses at our parish during this school year. We strongly en-
courage all parents to enroll their children and make their
religious education an important priority.

Registration forms are available at the welcome tables at
the entrance of the church. Please complete the form and
return it to Fr. Vasyl.

Thank you for your commitment to the spiritual and reli-
gious formation of your children and for helping them
grow in love of God, in knowledge of the Faith, and in
love for His Holy Church.

May God bless our children and their families and guide
them throughout the new school year!

A Special Appeal to Parishioners and Friends of

St. Nicholas of Myra

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, dear parishioners,
friends of our parish, and all people of goodwill,

We would like to invite you to consider a unique and
meaningful way to support St. Nicholas of Myra Church

in Anchorage, Alaska: donating real estate to the parish.
If you own a home, land, commercial property, or other
real estate that you no longer need or plan to sell, a chari-
table donation of the property may provide you with sig-
nificant tax benefits, depending on your individual cir-
cumstances. At the same time, your gift can make a last-
ing contribution to the life and mission of our parish.

A real estate gift can help support our parish's ministries,
maintain our church and parish facilities, and provide for
the future of our spiritual home. What may be an asset
you are considering selling or passing on can instead be-
come a lasting gift to God and to the generations who will
worship here after us.

Your property can become a legacy of faith.

If you are considering selling or donating real estate, we
encourage you to speak with your tax advisor, attorney,
and/or financial advisor about whether a charitable real
estate donation is appropriate for you and what tax ad-
vantages may be available. Every situation is different,
and professional advice is important.

If you would like to explore the possibility of donating
real estate to St. Nicholas of Myra. please contact the
parish. We would be grateful for the opportunity to dis-
cuss this possibility with you and to help you take the
appropriate next steps.

Thank you for your generosity, your prayers, and your
continued love for our parish. May the Lord bless you
abundantly for every gift offered in His name.

St. Nicholas of Myra Byzantine Catholic Church
Anchorage, Alaska

“God loves a cheerful giver.” — 2 Corinthians 9:7
Your property can help build the future of our parish and
become a lasting offering to God.

Registration at the parish: Although many families that
attend St. Nicholas have been parishioners for a long time,
some families are somehow not formally registered,
meaning that no formal record for your family has been
found. We need to have up-to-date records for every par-
ish family, so Fr. Vasyl is asking that you please check
with him to see if your family needs to complete a regis-
tration form. Thank you so much.



ANSWERING GOD’S CALL: “The stone which the
builders rejected has become the cornerstone. This is the
work of the Lord, and a marvel in our eyes.” The unfaith-
ful servants had the kingdom of God taken from them.
Today, our Church needs faithful servants who would
answer his calling to a faithful marriage, holy orders and
the monastic life to bring the kingdom of God to all. Are
you being called to discern a religious vocation as a faith-
ful servant? If so, contact the Vocations Office at
602-861-9778 or email: vocations@ephx.org

Vocation Icon:

;, Everyone in the parish is invited to
pray for and encourage others within
the Church that they might respond

. generously to God's call in their lives.
God relies on generous men and
women to minister among us as
priests, deacons, monks, and nuns.
The Church needs people like you to
pray for and encourage them. Sign up
today to have the Pilgrim Vocation Icon “The Call of the
Disciples” in your home for one week. You will be great-
ly blessed. Please sign up on the sheet that is posted in the
parish hall on the table.

Prayer for Vocations

Master of All, You promised us, "I will be with you al-
ways, even until the very end of the age." and You have
taught, "I will build My Church and the gates of hell shall
not prevail against it." Mindful of this pledge, we beseech
Your great goodness to inspire men to the Holy Priest-
hood, the service of Your Holy Church, so that they may
properly be able to fulfill Your will for Your people in
this age. There are children to baptize, the sick to heal,
and the dying to care for. There is the Bread of Life to
distribute, and the Word of God to teach. There are sins to
forgive, and charity to be done in Your Name. Send Your
Church in this hour and in every age, clergy to be instru-
ments of Your presence. Hear us. O Lord. and have
mercy. Amen

Reflections on the present Scriptures: In today’s Gos-
pel. our Lord Jesus Christ tells the parable of a landowner
who planted a vineyard, carefully prepared it, and entrust-
ed it to tenants. When the time came to receive the fruits
of the vineyard, the tenants refused. They beat some of
the servants, killed others, and finally killed the owner’s
sOo1.

The meaning of this parable is clear and deeply sobering.
The vineyard is the people of God. The owner is God
Himself. The servants are the prophets whom God sent to
call His people back to faithfulness. And the beloved son
is Christ, the Son of God, whom the world rejected and
crucified.

But this Gospel is not only about the people of ancient
Israel. It speaks to every one of us. God has entrusted

each of us with a vineyard. Our life, our family, our faith,
our abilities, our possessions, our time—all of these are
gifts from God. We are not the absolute owners of them;:
we are stewards. One day the Lord will ask us what fruits
our lives have produced.
And what kind of fruit does God desire from us? He looks
for love, faith, mercy, humility, forgiveness, prayer, gen-
erosity, patience, and repentance. He does not ask us to
accomplish extraordinary things. He asks us to be faithful
with what He has placed in our hands.
The tragedy of the tenants was that they began to believe
that the vineyard belonged to them. They forgot the own-
er. They wanted the vineyard without the master. This
temptation is still very real. We can begin to live as
though our time belongs entirely to us. our possessions
belong entirely to us, and even our lives belong entirely to
us. We can receive God's blessings while forgetting God
Himself.
The parable also reminds us how patient God is. He sent
servant after servant, giving the tenants opportunity to
repent. Even after they rejected the prophets, He sent His
beloved Son. The Cross reveals the astonishing patience
and love of God. Christ willingly entered the vineyard of
our fallen world and gave Himself for the salvation of
those who rejected Him. Yet the Gospel also contains a
warning. God's patience should never be mistaken for
indifference. There will come a time when the Master
asks for the fruits of the vineyard.
Therefore, the right response to this Gospel is not fear
alone, but repentance. We should ask ourselves honestly:
What fruit is my life bearing for God? Is there more love
in me than there was a year ago? Am I more patient, more
forgiving, more prayerful? Do the people around me ex-
perience God's kindness through me?
Christ says that the rejected stone has become the corner-
stone. The very One whom the builders rejected became
the foundation of salvation. Everything in our life must
ultimately be built upon Christ. If Christ is only a part of
our life, while we remain the true master of everything
else, sooner or later the vineyard will become barren.
Let us therefore return the vineyard to its rightful Owner.
Let us place our lives, our families, our work, our posses-
sions, and our future into God's hands. And let us ask
Him for the grace to produce good fruits while we still
have time.
May the Lord find in us not the fruits of selfishness and
pride, but the fruits of faith, hope, love, repentance, mer-
cy. and holiness. And when the Master comes, may He
find His vineyard in our hearts bearing abundant fruit for
His glory.
Observe the great care that the owner took with this
place and the extraordinary recalcitrance of the peo-
ple. He himself did the work the tenants should have
done... Nothing was left undone but all accomplished.
St. John Chrysostomn



Nun Martyrs Olympia Bida and Lavrentia Herasymiv: Witnesses of Faith and Courage

Feast Day August 27.

The lives of Sister Olympia Bida and Sister Lavrentia
Herasymiv remind us of the extraordinary courage that
can grow from a simple and steadfast love of God.

Both women belonged to the Sisters Servants of Mary
Immaculate, a religious community dedicated to serving
God and neighbor. Their lives unfolded during a difficult
period for the Ukramian Catholic Church, when religious
faith was often met with persecution and suffering.

Sister Olympia Bida was
bom in 1903 in what is now
western Ukraine. She en-
tered religious life and de-
voted herself to teaching,
caring for others, and living
the Gospel through humble
service. After the Soviet
authorities suppressed the
Ukrainian Catholic Church,
Sister Olympia continued to
practice her faith despite the
danger. She was arrested
and imprisoned, where she
endured harsh conditions
and illness. She died in

1952 m a Soviet labor camp.

Sister Lavrentia Herasymiv, born in 1911, likewise
dedicated her life to religious service. After the Church
was forced underground, she remained faithful to her

Help Us Raise the Roof!

vocation and contimued to minister qule’rly to those
around her. She was arrest-
ed in 1950 and eventually
sent into exile. Despite poor
health and difficult circum-
stances, she remained com-
mitted to prayer and ser-
vice. She died in 1952.

Their stories are not
simply accounts of persecu-
tion; they are stories of
faithfulness. They teach us
that holiness is often lived
quietly—in prayer, in ser-
vice, in perseverance, and
in the courage to remain
faithful when doing so is
difficult.

Sisters Olympia and Lavrentia were among the many
Ukrainian Catholic religious who suffered because they
refused to abandon their faith. Their witness challenges
us today to consider how we, too, can live our faith with
courage and charity.

May their example inspire us to be faithful in our own
circumstances, attentive to those who suffer, and willing
to serve others with humility and love.

Blessed Sister Olympia Bida and Blessed Sister
Lavrentia Herasymiv, pray for us.

“Show your love—raise the roof with donations to our Roof Fund!”
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, dear parishioners, friends of our parish, and all people of goodwill,

With gratitude to God for His many blessings, we are preparing for an important project for our parish commuini-
1v. Next vear, we plan to replace the roof of our Parish Hall, which is in need of repair and renewal. The estimat-
ed cost of this necessary project is approximately $45,000.

Our Parish Hall is an important part of our parish life. It is a place where we gather as a community, share meals
and fellowship, welcome visitors, teach our children, and celebrate many occasions together. By helping us re-
place the roof, vou are helping to preserve this place for our parishioners and for generations to come.

We praverfully ask for vour support. Every donation, large or small, will bring us closer to our goal. We also ask
vou to pray for the success of this project and to help us spread the word. If vou know family members, fiiends,
former parishioners, or others who miay wish to support our parish, please share this appeal with them and help
us attract additional donors.

To make a donation:

Please make vour check pavable to the parish and write “Roof Fund’ in the memo line.
For an online donation, please use the OR code provided in the bulletin.

Let us work together to raise the roof—not only with our donations, but with our love for God,
Jor our parish, and for one another.

May the Lord bless every person who supports this endeavor through praver, financial assis-
tance, or by sharing this appeal with others. May God reward each of vou abundantly for your [m]=g
generosity and good will, and may He bless our parish community end all who call it home.

With pravers and gratitude, Fr. Vasyl
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Great news for those donating online
Now you can use our new online giving tool to tithe online using your credit card or bank account information.
You can also do a one-time donation or set up weekly donations! You will receive a receipt and statement imme-
diately after donating. The software takes a very small percentage of the donation. but its worth it for the ease of

the system. You can donate at:
https: ﬂ{lonmhox org/support-st-nicholas-and-help-us-grow

Tithes & Attendance:
Thank you for vour support and love for our Parish.

August 16

Tithes: 51,487.00
Youth tithe: $20.00
Gift shop: $27.00
Attendance: 54

Also, feel free to send in your regular
tithe check by mail to:

2200 Arctic Blvd,

Anchorage, AK 99503.

It is very important that we continue to give a percentage of what Our Lord has given us, and continue to
support the structure and ministry of the parish. Thank you!

Fred Meyver Rewards: St. Nicholas of Myra participates in the community rewards program with Fred Meyer stores
which gives a percentage of purchases by those signed up with the program to

St. Nicholas. It does not cost anything for customers. Fred Meyer pays out each quarter and
will send a check if it's above a certain amount.

It won't cost parishioners and friends of St. Nicholas anything to participate. The steps to par-
ticipate are:

1)Set up a Fred Meyer Rewards account if you don't have one or sign up at one of the stores.
2)Set up an online account.

3)Log into the account and search for Community Rewards.

4)Search for Saint Nicholas of Myra Byzantine Catholic Church or our account number QD147 and select as the
charity to receive the funds.

5)Shop at Fred Meyer as you normally would and the St. Nicholas account will automatically be credited. Thank you!

/mmmumt rewards =3

PASTORAL MINISTRY AND SACRAMENTS:

SACRAMENT of CONFESSIONS: on Sundays and Holy Days: 30 min. before Divine Liturgy and other days, by
appointment.

HOLY COMMUNION: for the sick, by appointment, anytime.

BAPTISMS - by appointment.

MARRIAGES - by appointment, at least 6 months in advance.

FUNERALS - by appointment.

ANOINTING of the sick, hospital visits - by appointment, anytime

Safe Environment:

The Eparchy, within all its parishes, institutions, and programs, is committed to assuring a Safe Environment in
ministry for its children and vulnerable adults that conforms to the USCCB Charter for the Protection of Children
and Young People. For additional information regarding the eparchial Safe Environment Program or to report any

concerns, please contact:
Subdeacon Paul Kilroy, Safe Environm ent Program Coordinator
Cell: (480) 745-0316 -- Office: (602) 861-9778 ext. 204 -- Email: sbdenkilroy@ephx.org - or -
Victim Assistance Coordinator, Deacon Michael Hanafin
Cell: (480) 307-5182 -- Email: vac@ephx.org




Alaska State Council

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

2026
Pot O’ Gold
Alasha Raffle

GRAND PRIZE: TEN PRIZES:
$1,000 EACH
$15,000 :
Top 5 Sellers of Most Tickets:
Seller of Grand Prize 1st $500
Ticket: $500 2" $400
34 $300
Council/Assembly Selling . ' 4th  $200
Grand Prize Ticket: $1,000 5t $100

FINAL DRAWING
Saturday, December 12, 2026 at 2:00pm

at Holy Family Cathedral
*811 West 6" Avenue* Anchorage, Alaska

All tickets purchased prior to Monday, September 7, 2026
will also qualify for an

EARLY BIRD DRAWING OF FIVE PRIZES: $500 each
Early Bird Drawing: Monday, September 7, 2026 at 2:00pm

(same location)

Winners announced on alaskakofcstate.com
Need not be present to win

LIMIT 5,500 TICKETS -+ $20 PER TICKET - PERMIT #168300




GCU

5400 Tuscarawas Rd, Beaver, PA 15009
Grow Your Savings. Protect Your Future.

Looking for a smarter way to build your nest egg? GCU Fixed Indexed
Annuities’ can help you:

« Grow your savings when the market performs well
« Stay protected when the market goes down
* Never lose the money you've contributed
Even better, some options allow you to earn 2% or 4% interest—even
when markets are down. Growth potential with protection you can count on.
bulletin@GCUusa.com 855.207.4499

*Contract form seres GCU FIA and GCUF FIA, Markel performance is a factor in determining the lixed indexed annulty's interast credited but indexs

adjustmants ae sublec! 1o a parhicipation rala
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Wisdom from the Bishop of Lyons

One should not seek among others the truth
that can be easily gotten from the Church. For
in her, as in a rich treasury, the apostles have
placed all that pertains to truth, so that every-
one can drink this beverage of life. She is the
door of life.

He who shall preserve the life bestowed
upon him, and gave thanks to Him Who im-
parted it, shall receive also length of days for-
ever and ever. But he who shall reject it, and
prove himself ungrateful to his Maker, inas-
much as he has been created, and has not rec-
ognized Him Who bestowed the gift upon
him, deprives himself of the privilege of con-
tinuance forever and ever. And, for this reason,
the Lord declared to those who showed them-
selves ungratcﬁll towards Him: ‘Tf you have not
been faithful in that which is little, who will
give you that which is great? (cf. Lk. 16:11) in-

dicating that those who, in this brief temporal
life, have shown themselves ungrateﬁﬂ to Him
Who bestowed it, shall justly not receive from
Him length of 'days forever and ever.

We have learned the plan of our salva-
tion from no one else other than from those
through whom the gospel has come down to
us. For they did at one time proclaim the gos-
pel in public. And, at a later period, by the will
of God, they handed the gospel down to us in
the Scriptures-to be the ‘ground and pillar of
our faith.’ |

He who was the Son of God became the
Son of man, that man ... might become the son
of God.

The glory of God is the human person fully
alive.

St. Irenaeus of Lyons

Eastern Christian Bulletin Service, PO Box 146, Fairfax, VA 22038-0146
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