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Administration
His Eminence, Metropolitan Archbishop William C. Skurla DD
Archeparchy of Pittsburgh

Bishop Artur Bubnevych
Ruling Bishop of the Holy Protection of Mary Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Phoenix

Pastor: Very Reverend Father Vasyl Mutka
Office Hours: Monday through Friday 10am-4pm (Please Call before coming to the office)
Phone: (907) 277-6731
E-mail: pastorstnicholas@yahoo.com
Www.ak-byz-cath.org

WELCOME TO ALL PARISHIONERS & GUESTS WHO HAVE JOINED US TODAY
Whether you're searching for a new church home or just visiting, we're glad you're
with us today. If you are looking for God, have a prayer request, looking for more
information about the Eastern Catholic Church, would like to join our parish, or
would like to speak with Fr. Vasyl, he will be happy to talk to you. Please join us for
our coffee hour in the Parish hall following the Divine Liturgy. We want to get to know you!
God bless you!




Schedule of Services
AUGUST 2—AUGUST 9 2026

Sunday, August 2—Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
9:15-9:45 am Confessions
9:40 am 3rd Hour
10:00 am Divine Liturgy For parishioners, founders, donors, decorators of our St.
Nicholas Parish & Wasilla Mission and for their relatives

Monday, August 3
9:00 am Morning Prayer

Tuesday, August 4
9:00 am Morning Prayer

Wednesday, August 5
6:30 pm Divine Liturgy

Thursday, August 6—The Transfiguration of the Lord

6:30 pm Divine Liturgy For parishioners, founders, donors, decorators of our St.
Nicholas Parish & Wasilla Mission and for their relatives

After Divine Liturgy blessing of the baskets of fruit and Mirovanje

Friday, August 7
Morning Prayer

Saturday, August 8
4:15-4:45 pm Confessions
4:35 pm Prayer Rule of the Theotokos (Byzantine Rosary)
5:00 pm Vespers/Divine Liturgy

Sunday, August 9—Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost, and postfestive day of the
Transfiguration; St. Matthias the Apostle
9:15-9:45 am Confessions
9:40 am 3rd Hour
10:00 am Divine Liturgy For parishioners, founders, donors, decorators of our St.
Nicholas Parish & Wasilla Mission and for their relatives

4:00 pm Divine Liturgy in Wasilla



Please remember in vour pravers:

For health and salvation: Fr. Chris Zugger, Fr. Joseph Wargacki, Fr. Robert, Veronica Frazier, David
Bich, Max, Aniela, Ken Wake, Molly Buggy., Kim Bryan, Shawn, Anna Gage, Oceana Grabianowski,
Anthony Heller, Solanche Stone, Basil, Dorothy Savok, Spruce Lynch, Truman Beer, Natalie, John

Michalski, Phyllis Shepherd, Sherry, Bruce Heller, Gayle Veker

For repose of the departed: +Bishop Gerald N Dino, +Fr. Michael Artim, +Fr. Eric, +Christine Vincent,
+Corine Hurst, +Ruth Langley Ayers, +Denise, +Ed, +Sandra, +William Florez

Please pray also for all our benefactors, friends, neighbors and anyone we may have forgotten. Please let Fr.
Vasyl know if you would like to add new names to the prayer list and also notify him about any sick and/or hos-

pitalized parishioners and family members.

Parish Picnic: Today, following the Divine Liturgy. we
will gather for our annual Parish Picnic at Balto Seppala
Park (3360 Wisconsin St., Anchorage, AK 99517).

St. Nicholas Church will provide hot dogs and hamburg-
ers. Parishioners are invited to bring a side dish, salad, or
dessert to share. You may also wish to bring a folding
chair for your comfort.

We warmly invite all parishioners, their families, and
friends to join us for an afternoon fellowship. delicious
food, and a joyful time together as one parish family.
We look forward to seeing you there!

Transfiguration of the Lord: On Thursday. August 6.
we celebrate the Feast of the Transfiguration of Our Lord,
one of the Twelve Great Feasts of the Church. On Mount
Tabor, Christ revealed His divine glory to His disciples,
strengthening their faith before His saving Passion and
Resurrection.

According to our beautiful Christian tradition, fruit is
blessed on this feast as a sign of God's abundant gifts, the
first fruits of the harvest, and the transfiguration of all
creation in Christ. We invite everyone to bring baskets of
fruit to be blessed. A table will be set up at the front of the
church for the baskets before the Divine Liturgy.

After enjoying the blessed fruit, please remember that any
cores, seeds, or peels should be buried in the garden or
another suitable place, rather than thrown into the rubbish,
as a sign of reverence for what has been blessed by the
Church.

Parish Council Meeting: Dear Parish Council Members,
because we will be celebrating the Feast of the Transfig-
uration of our Lord and God and Saviour Jesus Christ on
Thursday, August 6, our next Parish Council meeting has
been rescheduled to Thursday, August 13, at 7:00 p.m. in
the Parish Hall.

Please make every effort to attend if you are a member of
the Parish Council. Thank you for your commitment and
service to our parish.

Eastern Catholic Formation — 20262027 Academic:
Dear Parishioners and Friends of Our Parish,

As the new 2026-2027 academic year approaches, we are
preparing for another year of Eastern Catholic Formation

(catechetical classes) for our children and youth.

We kindly ask all parents who are interested in having
their children participate in this year's catechetical pro-
gram to please let Fr. Vasyl know as soon as possible.
Your response will help us plan our classes, teachers, and
schedule.

The Christian upbringing of our children begins in the
home and is strengthened through the life of the Church.
As parents, we have the sacred responsibility to nurture
our children's faith, helping them to know and love our
Lord Jesus Christ, to participate faithfully in the Holy
Mysteries, and to grow as faithful members of His Holy
Church.

Let us work together to ensure that the next generation is
firmly rooted in the Orthodox Catholic faith handed down
to us by the holy Apostles and the Fathers. May the Lord
bless all our families and grant our children wisdom,
faith, and love for Him.

Please contact Fr. Vasyl if you would like your child to
participate in Eastern Catholic Formation this year.

Tuesday, August 11

Commemoration, on
Wednesday, August 12
6:30 p.m. Divine Liturgy
Veneration of the First Class
relic of St Clare of Assisi



ANSWERING GOD’S CALL: “Nothing will be impos-
sible for you!” Jesus taught his disciples to pray and to
fast with faith. In that faith, nothing would be impossible
for them. This same truth is true today as we began the
Dormition Fast yesterday. To see this more clearly, we
need men and women of faith to serve the Church as
priests, deacons, subdeacons, monks and nuns. If God
may be calling vou to this life, contact the Vocations Of-
fice at 602-861-9778 or email: vocations@ephx.org

Prayer for Vocations

Master of All, You promised us, "I will be with you al-
ways, even until the very end of the age." and You have
taught, "I will build My Church and the gates of hell shall
not prevail against it." Mindful of this pledge, we beseech
Your great goodness to inspire men to the Holy Priest-
hood, the service of Your Holy Church, so that they may
properly be able to fulfill Your will for Your people in
this age. There are children to baptize, the sick to heal,
and the dying to care for. There is the Bread of Life to
distribute, and the Word of God to teach. There are sins to
forgive, and charity to be done in Your Name. Send Your
Church in this hour and in every age, clergy to be instru-
ments of Your presence. Hear us, O Lord, and have
mercy. Amen

Reflections on the present Scriptures: The Gospel of
Mt 17:14-23 presents us with two important lessons: the
healing of the demon-possessed boy and Christ's second
prophecy of His Passion. Together, they reveal that true
victory comes not through earthly strength but through
faith united with prayer, humility, and the Cross.

The father who approaches Christ is filled with somrow
and desperation. He has already sought help from the
disciples, but they were unable to heal his son. Falling
before the Lord, he cries, "Lord, have mercy on my son."
In this humble plea. we see the beginning of true faith. He
no longer relies on human ability but entrusts his suffer-
ing entirely to Christ.

After healing the boy, the disciples ask privately why they
could not cast out the demon. The Lord answers,
"Because of your little faith." He continues by teaching
that faith as small as a mustard seed can move mountains.
This is not a call to possess extraordinary emotional cer-
tainty but to remain steadfast in trusting God. Even a
small but living faith, nourished by obedience and perse-
verance, becomes powerful because it is united to the
grace of God.

The Lord also teaches that "this kind does not go out ex-
cept by prayer and fasting." Eastern spirituality has al-
ways understood these words as a reminder that the
Christian life is spiritual warfare. Evil cannot be over-
come merely by good intentions or human effort. Prayer
joins us to God, while fasting disciplines the passions and
restores the soul's freedom. Together they prepare the
heart to receive the power of the Holy Spirit. This is why
the Church faithfully preserves the disciplines of prayer

and fasting—not as empty obligations but as spiritual
medicine that heals and strengthens us.

Immediately after this miracle, Christ speaks of His comi-
ing Passion, death, and Resumrection. The disciples are
greatly distressed because they still struggle to understand
that salvation comes through the Cross. Yet the Lord re-
veals that His apparent defeat will become the victory
over sin, death, and the devil. Every miracle points to-
ward this ultimate triumph accomplished on Golgotha and
made present in the Resurrection.

This Gospel also reminds us that every Christian faces
"mountains" that seem impossible to overcome: tempta-
tions, grief, illness, broken relationships, fears, and
doubts. These mountains are not moved by our own
strength but by faithful perseverance in Christ. Through
regular prayer, faithful participation in the Holy Myster-
ies. fasting, repentance, and works of mercy. the Lord
gradually transforms our hearts and grants us the strength
to overcome what once seemed impossible.

The father's cry should become our own daily prayer:
"Lord. have mercy." When we bring our weakness to
Christ with humility, He does not abandon us. He
strengthens our faith, teaches us patience, and leads us
through the Cross into the joy of His Resurrection. In
Him, no burden is too heavy, no wound too deep, and no
mountain too great for the saving power of God's grace.

Prayer

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God,

You are the Physician of our souls and bodies, the Con-
queror of demons, and the Giver of every good gift. We
come before You as the father in the Gospel came before
You. confessing both our faith and our weakness.

O compassionate Master, we cry from the depths of our
hearts: "Lord, I believe; help my unbelief." Strengthen
our wavering faith when doubts arise, and grant us stead-
fast confidence in Your holy will. Drive away from us
every fear, every temptation, every sinful passion, and
every influence of the evil one that seeks to separate us
from You.

Teach us that true victory is not won by our own strength,
but by humble dependence upon You through prayer,
fasting, repentance, and obedience. Purify our hearts from
pride and self-reliance, so that Your grace may dwell
within us. Make our faith living and active, capable of
moving the mountains of sin that stand between us and
the Kingdom of Heaven.

Grant healing to those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit.
Comfort the afflicted, strengthen the weary, encourage the
fainthearted, and restore those who have fallen. May Your
life-giving power overcome every darkness, for nothing is
impossible with You.

For You are our God, our refuge. and our salvation. and
to You we give glory, together with Your eternal Father
and Your all-Holy, good, and life-creating Spirit, now and
ever, and forever. Amen.



The Feast of the Transfiguration of our Lord and God and Savieur Jesus Christ

The Feast of the Holy Transfiguration of Our Lord, God,
and Savior Jesus Christ, celebrated on August 6, is one of
the Twelve Great Feasts of the Byzantine Church. On
Mount Tabor, our Lord revealed His divine glory before
His chosen disciples—Peter, James, and John. His face
shone like the sun, His garments became dazzling white.
and Moses and Elijah appeared
speaking with Him. The Father's
voice was heard from the cloud:
"This is My beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased: listen
to Him" (Mt. 17:5).

For the Church, the Transfig-
uration is not merely a remem-
brance of a past event but a reve-
lation of Christ's divine nature '
and a foretaste of the glory pre- b 1
pared for all who faithfully fol- '
low Him. Through the liturgical
rites of this feast, the faithful are
invited to participate spiritually
in the mystery of Tabor. 48! :

The celebration begins with Great Vespers on the eve of
the feast. The hymns proclaim Christ as the eternal Son of
God who voluntarily revealed His glory to strengthen the
Apostles before His Passion. The Old Testament readings
point to God's manifestations of glory on Mount Sinai and
Mount Horeb, preparing us to understand the fullness of
God's revelation in Christ.

On the morning of the feast, the Church celebrates Mat-
ins (Orthros) followed by the Divine Liturgy. Throughout
these services, the faithful repeatedly hear the words, "You
were transfigured on the mountain, O Christ God, revealing
Your glory to Your disciples as much as they could bear."
This reminds us that God's glory is overwhelming, yet He
reveals Himself according to our capacity to receive Him.

The Gospel reading from Matthew recounts the Trans-
figuration itself, while the Epistle from Second Peter testi-
fies that the Apostle personally witnessed Christ's majesty
on the holy mountain.

One of the most beloved customs associated with the
Feast of the Transfiguration is the Blessing of Grapes and
Other First Fruits. This ancient tradition originated in re-
gions where grapes ripened around the time of the feast.
Christians would bring the first fruits of the harvest to
church, offering them to God in thanksgiving before eating
them.

Today, in many Byzantine Catholic parishes, not only
grapes but also apples, pears. peaches, plums, berries, vege-
tables, and other produce are blessed. This beautiful rite
expresses several important spiritual truths.

First, it reminds us that every good gift comes from
God. We offer back to Him the first portion of His bless-
ings in gratitude.

Second, the blessing teaches us that all of creation is
called to be sanctified. Christ did not come merely to save
souls in isolation but to renew the entire created order. The
fruits of the earth become signs that creation itself is des-
tined to share in the glory of the Kingdom.

Third, the blessing points toward the future transfigura-
tion of humanity. Just as ordinary
fruit is blessed and dedicated to
God's service, so we too are
called to be transformed by di-
vine grace into the likeness of
Christ.

The clergy wear white vest-
ments, symbolizing the brilliant
light that shone from Christ's
garments on Mount Tabor. White
also signifies purity, holiness,
and the uncreated light of God's
Kingdom.

In the Byzantine tradition,
light is not merely symbolic. The
Fathers teach that the light wit-
nessed by the Apostles was the uncreated light of God's
glory—the same divine energy experienced by the saints
who have become united with God through prayer, repent-
ance, and holiness of life.

The Transfiguration falls during the Dormition Fast, a
season marked by repentance and spiritual preparation for
the Feast of the Dormition of the Mother of God. Yet on
this day the Church allows a joyful relaxation of the fast,
and fish, wine, and oil are permitted according to the Byz-
antine tradition. This festive observance reminds us that
even in the midst of ascetical struggle, the Christian life is
filled with moments of heavenly joy and consolation.

The Feast of the Transfiguration calls every Christian to
personal transformation. The disciples did not remain per-
manently on Mount Tabor; they descended with Christ to
continue their journey toward Jerusalem and ultimately to
the Cross. Likewise, we encounter Christ's glory in the
Divine Liturgy. in prayer, and in the Holy Mysteries. not
simply for spiritual comfort but so that we may carry His
light into our daily lives.

The Fathers of the Church teach that salvation is a pro-
cess of theosis, or deification—a lifelong transformation by
which we become "partakers of the divine nature" (2 Peter
1:4). Through repentance, prayer. fasting, the Eucharist.
and works of love, the Holy Spirit gradually transfigures
our hearts.

As we celebrate this radiant feast. may we hear anew the
Father's command: "Listen to Him." May Christ, who re-
vealed His divine glory on Mount Tabor, illumine our
hearts. strengthen us in our spiritual struggles, and trans-
form us from glory to glory until we behold Him face to
face in His eternal Kingdom.



Alaska State Council

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

2026
Pot O’ Gold
Alasha Raffle

GRAND PRIZE: TEN PRIZES:
$1,000 EACH
$15,000 :
Top 5 Sellers of Most Tickets:
Seller of Grand Prize 1st $500
Ticket: $500 2" $400
34 $300
Council/Assembly Selling . ' 4th  $200
Grand Prize Ticket: $1,000 5t $100

FINAL DRAWING
Saturday, December 12, 2026 at 2:00pm

at Holy Family Cathedral
*811 West 6" Avenue* Anchorage, Alaska

All tickets purchased prior to Monday, September 7, 2026
will also qualify for an

EARLY BIRD DRAWING OF FIVE PRIZES: $500 each
Early Bird Drawing: Monday, September 7, 2026 at 2:00pm

(same location)

Winners announced on alaskakofcstate.com
Need not be present to win

LIMIT 5,500 TICKETS -+ $20 PER TICKET - PERMIT #168300
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Great news for those donating online
Now you can use our new online giving tool to tithe online using your credit card or bank account information.

You can also do a one-time donation or set up weekly donations! You will receive a receipt and statement imme-
diately after donating. The software takes a very small percentage of the donation. but its worth it for the ease of
the system. You can donate at:

https: ﬂ{lonmhox org/support-st-nicholas-and-help-us-grow

Tithes & Attendance:
Thank you for vour support and love for our Parish.

July 26
Tithes: TBD
Attendance: 50

Also, feel free to send in your regular

tithe check by mail to:

2200 Arctic Blvd,

Anchorage, AK 99503.

It is very important that we continue to give a percentage of what Our Lord has given us, and continue to
support the structure and ministry of the parish. Thank you!

Fred Meyver Rewards: St. Nicholas of Myra participates in the community rewards program with Fred Meyer stores
which gives a percentage of purchases by those signed up with the program to

St. Nicholas. It does not cost anything for customers. Fred Meyer pays out each quarter and
will send a check if it's above a certain amount.

It won't cost parishioners and friends of St. Nicholas anything to participate. The steps to par-
ticipate are:

1)Set up a Fred Meyer Rewards account if you don't have one or sign up at one of the stores.
2)Set up an online account.

3)Log into the account and search for Community Rewards.

4)Search for Saint Nicholas of Myra Byzantine Catholic Church or our account number QD147 and select as the
charity to receive the funds.

5)Shop at Fred Meyer as you normally would and the St. Nicholas account will automatically be credited. Thank you!

/mmmumt rewards =3

PASTORAL MINISTRY AND SACRAMENTS:

SACRAMENT of CONFESSIONS: on Sundays and Holy Days: 30 min. before Divine Liturgy and other days, by
appointment.

HOLY COMMUNION: for the sick, by appointment, anytime.

BAPTISMS - by appointment.

MARRIAGES - by appointment, at least 6 months in advance.

FUNERALS - by appointment.

ANOINTING of the sick, hospital visits - by appointment, anytime

Safe Environment:

The Eparchy, within all its parishes, institutions, and programs, is committed to assuring a Safe Environment in
ministry for its children and vulnerable adults that conforms to the USCCB Charter for the Protection of Children
and Young People. For additional information regarding the eparchial Safe Environment Program or to report any

concerns, please contact:
Subdeacon Paul Kilroy, Safe Environm ent Program Coordinator
Cell: (480) 745-0316 -- Office: (602) 861-9778 ext. 204 -- Email: sbdenkilroy@ephx.org - or -
Victim Assistance Coordinator, Deacon Michael Hanafin
Cell: (480) 307-5182 -- Email: vac@ephx.org




& A member-owned, not-for-profit life insurance and an-
§ GCU nuity provider dedicated to helping members achieve
5400 Tuscarawas Rd. Beaver, PA15009  [ong-term financial goals, while strengthening their
communities through our culture of giving and serving with purpose. GCU is ex-
tremely active in supporting Byzantine Catholic Parishes & Eparchies. Currently,
GCU partners with your parish to annually provide: $500 in social event funds, a
$1,000 donation and $2,500 matching funds opportunity. Please consider GCU
for your life insurance and annuity products—there are many additional bene-
fits to GCU membership! Visit us at www.GCUusa.com. Want a more personal
experience? Please email or call us:

bulletin@GCUusa.com 855.207.4499
079PB0426(1)
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